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Foundation Chair Brian McDevitt: Feeling humbled 
by 50 years of conservation achievements 

Lake Fork Creek, or Ruth Rowell Modie Wildlife Park 
in Lewiston. 
If you’ve had a chance to read our spell-binding 11-
part series of stories about the 50th anniversary of the 
Idaho Foundation for Parks and Lands, you may have 
been struck by how much we’ve accomplished over 
that time! 
It’s been a humbling experience even for me, the 
Foundation’s Board President, to learn new things 
about what we’ve achieved over the last 50 years. 

Year-End Message  
from Foundation Chair Brian McDevitt

Perhaps you’ve experienced the grandeur of open 
spaces protected by Idaho’s oldest land trust such 
as Harriman State Park in Island Park, Barber Pool 
Conservation Area in Boise, Reinheimer Ranch in 
Ketchum, the Nelle Tobias open space property on 
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Winter scene at Reinheimer Ranch (photo courtesy Eye on Sun Valley)
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Writer Steve Stuebner dug into the history of our most 
important conservation success stories and told the 
illuminating backstory on how they came together. 
These stories have never been told before! 
After each story has been published, I’ve received a 
surprising number of supportive emails, texts and 
notes from Foundation members and friends. I heard 
one person say, “I had no idea the Foundation has 
done so much! It makes me so proud to be a supporter 
of the Foundation, knowing all of these things you’ve 
accomplished across the state.”
We are a trusted steward of Idaho conservation lands. 
We have been there to receive gifts of land like the 
Reinheimer Ranch, the Jarvis property near McCall, 
and the Eighteen Mile Ranch near Dubois and care for 
them in a responsible way to preserve the conservation 
and open space values forever. 
In Barber Pool, we’ve had our eye on the 35-acre 
Gregerson property and raised $2 million in 2022 to 
close the deal. The Gregerson land is located in the 
heart of the Barber Pool Conservation Area, and now 
we can work on restoring the natural values in these 
river-bottom lands. We also recently completed the 
Barber Pool Master Plan via the strong leadership of 
our board members  Brandy Wilson and Stephani 

Hilding.
The Foundation has managed more than $12 million 
in real estate assets over our 50-year history. In the 
early years, we received or acquired many gifts of land 
that were conveyed to local or state government to 
be developed into parks for the public to enjoy. We 
own more than 10 open space properties and serve 
as a trusted steward of more than 12 conservation 
easements across the state.
We’ve worked hard to earn your trust. Now, we’d like 
to ask for your financial support so we can remain 
focused on our mission to preserve and protect open 
space lands that have unique natural and scenic 
characteristics that should be preserved for the long-
term public benefit. 
You can help with a single donation, a monthly 
donation, a planned gift, or even by signing up to 
volunteer. We invite you to become an advocate for 
Idaho conservation lands today and help leave a legacy 
for future generations.  
Please go to www.idaholands.org to learn more. 
- Brian McDevitt
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The Foundation holds a conservation easements on 355 acres of land at Sky Mountain Ranch in Eastern Idaho. (IFPL photo)
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Now, to recap, our 11-part series of stories 
commemorating the Foundation’s 50th anniversary: 

January 2022 issue - Part One
Part One focused on the origins of the Idaho 
Foundation for Parks and Lands in 1972. 
Why was the group formed?
“Fifty years ago, in December 1972, the late Governor 
Cecil Andrus, D-Idaho, appointed a group of 10 
prominent citizens to serve on the board of a new 
statewide foundation that would have the ability to 
receive donations of valuable lands that would become 
state parks, vital conservation properties andlocal 
parks and recreation areas.
The Idaho Foundation for Parks and Lands played a 
pivotal role in receiving more than 50 gifts of property 
that would become some of the most valuable and 
prominent state parks and conservation areas in 
Idaho, including Harriman State Park in Island Park, 
FarragutS tate Park in Bayview, Veterans Memorial 
State Park in Boise, Barber Pool and Conservation 
Area, the Reinheimer Ranch in Ketchum, and many 

more.
See all of the stories at https://idaholands.org/50th/ 
 
February 2022 issue - Part Two
 
Part Two featured details about the terms of the Harri-
man Family’s 16,000-acre gift of the Railroad Ranch to 
the Foundation and the state of Idaho. 

In esssence, the land gift was contingent on the cre-
ation of a professional State Parks state agency, which 
was a high priority for former Gov. Robert Smylie, an 
original Foundation board member, and then-Gov. 
Cecil Andrus. 

The gift of land also called for creating a state park at 
the site of the Railroad Ranch, now known as Harri-
man State Park. The Foundation continued to manage 
lands at “Harriman East,” 1,000 acres of land on the 
east side of U.S. Highway 20, until the property was 
conveyed to the Idaho Department of Parks and Recre-
ation in 1994. 
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Scenic pic of the Kackley Family Ranch near Soda Springs, Idaho. The Foundation holds a 920-acre conservation easement 
on this beautiful ranch property to preserve open space and conservation values. (IFPL photo)
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Otters in the Henrys Fork at Harriman State Park (courtesy Harriman State Park Facebook page).

March 2022 issue - Part Three
 
Part Three detailed the deep history of the Barber Pool 
area, the site of current-day Barber Pool Conservation 
Area, thanks to the initial donation of 411 acres of 
prime river-bottom lands from Boise Cascade Corp. 
to the Foundation in 1978. Barber Pool is one of the 
flagship conservation properties owned and managed 
by the Foundation. 
 
In the March issue, we featured the history of the his-
toric sawmill town of Barber, the Barber Mill, Barber 
Dam, early-day log drives and log railroads in the 
Boise Basin, the construction of Diversion Dam and 
the New York Canal.
 
April 2022 issue - Part Four

In Part Four, we outlined the history of the creation 
of Veterans Memorial State Park in Boise. The park’s 
creation started with the gift of 38 acres of land around 
“Boise Cascade Lake,” site of Veterans Pond today from 
Boise Cascade Corp. to the Foundation in 1975.
 

The Foundation then turned around and donated the 
park land to IDPR for development as a recreational 
park in 1976. 
 
We also detailed the history of the land at the corner of 
Veterans Memorial Parkway and West State Street. Did 
you ever know about Yates Park? Boise Cascade Lake? 
Or the Idaho Soldiers Home? 
 

Early log train (courtesy Idaho State Historical Society
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Yates Park streetcar (courtesy Idaho State Historical Society)

May 2022 issue - Part Five
 
Part Five focused on the history of the 110-acre gift of 
the Reinheimer Ranch from Eleanor Reinheimer to the 
Foundation in 1977. 
 
“It’s hard to imagine a gift of land that might be more
meaningful and significant in Ketchum/Sun Valley, 
Idaho,” the article said. 
 
My, how true!  
 
In Part Five, readers learn all about Howard and Elea-
nor Reinheimer from New York City, when they first 
came to Ketchum/Sun Valley, when they bought the 
ranch, and how the gift of land occurred.  
 
The Reinheimer land gift was one of many that the 
Foundation has received over the years whose value 
has increased immensely over time.  
 
June 2022 issue - Part Six
 
Part Six spotlights three significant gifts of land to the 
Foundation in the greater McCall area. One of them 
was a crucial piece of waterfront property by the old 
McCall sawmill property on Payette Lake; the second 
piece was donated to the Foundation by McCall en-
vironmentalist Nelle Tobies on Lake Fork Creek near 
her home; the third piece of open space was donated 

by Janet Jarvis in memory of her pioneer 
family, south of McCall.  
 
Much of the June story detailed the fas-
cinating history of Nelle Tobias and the 
many things she did to advance the cause 
of Idaho conservation in her lifetime. 
 
July 2022 issue - Part Seven
 
Part Seven is all about the creation of 
Ruth Rowell Modie Wildlife Park in the 
middle of the city of Lewiston.  
 
This property came together in pieces and 
parts, beginning with the donation of 6.8 
acres of farm land to the Foundation in 
1981 from Don and Ruth Rowell Modie. 

Don Modie wanted to dedicate the park land to his 
wife, Ruth, who was active in educational circles in 
Lewiston, and Don was active in city affairs.
The park location lies at the nexus of multiple historic 
features in Lewiston. “The wildlife park lies adjacent 
to two, 20-foot twin towers that served as the grand 
entrance to the Lewiston Orchards area, dating back to 
1909,” the article said. “The property also features the 
home of the first licensed and bonded winery built in 
Idaho following Prohibition. It was the second official 
nature preserve to be established in the state of Idaho 
following the creation of the Idaho Foundation for 
Parks and Land’s nature preserve in Barber Pool. 
 

Nelle Tobias, right, receives a conservation award from  
Bethine Church. (photo courtesy Diane Ronayne)
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“Modie Park has come a long way,” says Garry Bush,
a longtime board member of the Modie Park Con-
servancy. “It’s taken a lot of time and effort to put it 
together. But it’s been very gratifying to see what an 
incredible community asset it has become.”
 
The Modie Park Conservancy was a huge partner in 
creating Ruth Rowell Modie Wildlife Park. 
 
Read more at https://idaholands.org. 

August 2022 issue - 
Part Eight 
 
Part Eight featured a 
55-acre gift of open 
space land to the Foun-
dation in 1982 from 
Robert Sherwood, son 
of Jay and Helen Fassett 
of New York City. The 
Fassets bought land in 
the River’s Edge area, 
south of Ketchum, in 
1938.  

Sherwood wanted to 
preserve the open space around their home, adjacent 
to the Big Wood River. The open space lies adjacent 
to today’s location of St. Luke’s Wood River Medical 
Center. 

The open space benefits many other homeowners in 
the area as well as birds and wildlife next to the Big 
Wood River. 
 
Our August article also detailed the Foundation’s 
$100,000 fund-raising drive to cover the cost of build-
ing the Wood River Trail through the Reinheimer 
Ranch property.
 
September 2022 issue - Part Nine

Part Nine details the backstory about the Foundation’s 
latest gift of land, a 7,180-acre ranch near Dubois re-
ceived from TJ Shelby of Sheridan, Wyo.

Mr. Shelby donated the Eighteen Mile Ranch to the 
Foundation in memory of his late wife, Emily. 

Ruth Rowell Modie.

Children prepare the soil for new plantings at Ruth  
Rowell Modie Wildlife Park.  
(Courtesy Modie Conservancy)

Ribbon-cutting for new section of the Wood River Trail 
passing through the Foundation’s Reinheiner Ranch 
property. 

The Eighteen Mile Ranch. (IFPL photo)
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The ranch has been restored with 
conservation and wildlife in mind 
over the last 20 years. It will be 
maintained as an open space con-
servatioin property by the Founda-
tion for generations to come.  

October 2022 issue - Part 10
 
Part 10 spotlights the most recent 
land acquisitions in the Barber Pool 
Conservation Area - namely, the 
Gregerson and Triplett properties - 
to preserve more open space in the 
Barber Pool area. 
 
We explain how the acquisitions 
occurred, all of the fund-raising that 
was necessary, and detail the history 
of the Gregerson family property in 
the heart of the Barber Pool bottom 
lands. 

Gina Gregerson tells us about the 
experience of growing up in the 
Barber Pool area, raising all of the 
wildlife and going on many adven-
tures with her dad.

In addition, we talk about the 
collaborative Barber Pool Master 
Planning process that has occurred 
under the leadership of Foundation 
board members Brandy Wilson 
and Stephani Hilding to determine 
future management priorities for 
Barber Pool. 
 
November 2022 issue - Part 11

In Part 11, we featured a number of personal profiles 
about prominent Foundation board members who 
have served on our board of directors over the last 50 
years. 
 
Thank you for reading! 

All of the 50th anniversary newsletter articles can be 
found at http://idaholands.org/50th/. 

Idaho Foundation for Parks and Lands
5657 Warm Springs Ave.
Boise, Idaho 83716 
Phone: (208) 344-7141
Email: jan@idaholands.org

Oliver Gregerson had a wide variety of interests including antiques,  
wildlife and art. (Courtesy Gina Gregerson)

A breath-taking sunset observed from the Barber Pool area.  
(Courtesy Gina Gregerson).

 
Steve Stuebner is the author of the Foundation’s 50th 
anniversary story series. 


